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61-8-905, Classification standards. (1) Commercial tow trucks are divided into the following five
classes based on the manufacturer's rating;

(a) Class A tow truck equipment must have a minimum manufacturer's boom or combined boom
rating of 4 tons and must be mounted on a truck chassis with a minimum manufacturer's rating of 10,000
pounds gross vehicle weight.

(b) Class B tow truck equipment must have a minimum manufacturer's boom or combined boom
rating of 8 tons and must be mounted on a truck chassis with a minimum manufacturer's rating of 18,000
pounds gross vehicle weight.

(c) Class C tow truck equipment must have a minimum manufacturer's boom or combined boom
rating of 16 tons and must be mounted on a chassis that has a minimum manufacturer's rating of 32,000
pounds gross vehicle weight.

(d) Class D tow truck equipment includes manufactured rollbacks and car carriers with
manufacturer's gross vehicle ratings of 10,000 pounds and over. The rollbacks and car carriers must be
mounted on a truck-trailer chassis that, at a minimum, is equal to the minimum gross weight of the
rollback or car carrier. Class D also includes any piece of towing equipment without a boom.

(e) Class E includes two or more tow trucks working together with a combined manufacturer's rating
of a minimum of 80,000 pounds with access to supportive equipment, such as forklifts, banders, and air
bags, for the recovery of rollovers and wrecked, disabled, and abandoned vehicles whose cargo requires
special handling. Class E refers to tow truck companies and not to tow truck equipment.

(2) An operator of noncommercially manufactured or modified tow truck equipment in use on
October 1, 1995, that wishes to participate in the law enforcement rotation system must have its
equipment classified by the department within a time period set by the department. Once the equipment
is classified, further modifications may not be made.

(3) An operator of new noncommercially manufactured or modified tow truck equipment must have
its equipment independently certified before participating in the law enforcement rotation system. Once
the equipment is classified, further modifications to the equipment must be recertified.

History: En. Sec. 5, Ch. 283, L. 1995; amd. Sec. 3, Ch. 88, L. 2003.

http://data.opi.mt.gov/bills/mca/61/8/61-8-905 .htm 02/20/2009
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61-8-902. Purpose. The legislature recognizes that:

(1) wrecked, disabled, and abandoned motor vehicles on the public roadways create hazards that
imperil lives and property and require expeditious removal;

(2) officers investigating accidents on the public roadways need immediately available towing and
recovery vehicles staffed by competent operators and adequately equipped to clear the roadways and
remove hazardous obstructions with minimum damage to property;

(3) certain standards and classifications are needed for professional tow trucks and equipment used
for towing and recovering wrecked, disabled, and abandoned motor vehicles or other objects creating
hazards on the public roadways;

(4) encouragement of a competitive and qualified professional towing industry requires establishment
of a uniform and equitable qualification system based on the equipment and the standards provided in
©1-8-905 through 61-8-907 and a system for the fair consideration of all qualified tow truck companies;
and

(5) the use of nonqualified tow truck companies or private motor vehicles to tow or recover for hire
wrecked, disabled, or abandoned vehicles creates additional hazards and, except in limited situations,
should be prohibited. However, when a person or tow truck company responds in good faith to life-
threatening emergency situations, it should not be liable for civil damages for acts or omissions, other
than damages occasioned by gross negligence or by willful or wanton acts or omissions.

History: En. Sec. 2, Ch. 283, L. 1995.

http://data.opi.mt.gov/bills/mca/61/8/61-8-902 htm 02/20/2009




V1TOTFVL. L ULPUDdC. rage 1 ul 1

FPrawous Sectior pMCA Corterts Part Corlerts  Search Help  Next Seotion

61-8-902. Purpose. The legislature recognizes that:

(1) wrecked, disabled, and abandoned motor vehicles on the public roadways create hazards that
imperil lives and property and require expeditious removal;

(2) officers investigating accidents on the public roadways need immediately available towing and
recovery vehicles staffed by competent operators and adequately equipped to clear the roadways and
remove hazardous obstructions with minimum damage to property;

(3) certain standards and classifications are needed for professional tow trucks and equipment used
for towing and recovering wrecked, disabled, and abandoned motor vehicles or other objects creating
hazards on the public roadways;

(4) encouragement of a competitive and qualified professional towing industry requires establishment
of a uniform and equitable qualification system based on the equipment and the standards provided in

and

(5) the use of nonqualified tow truck companies or private motor vehicles to tow or recover for hire
wrecked, disabled, or abandoned vehicles creates additional hazards and, except in limited situations,
should be prohibited. However, when a person or tow truck company responds in good faith to life-
threatening emergency situations, it should not be liable for civil damages for acts or omissions, other
than damages occasioned by gross negligence or by willful or wanton acts or omissions.

History: En. Sec. 2, Ch. 283, L. 1995.
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61-8-905. Classification standards. (1) Commercial tow trucks are divided into the following five
classes based on the manufacturer's rating:

(a) Class A tow truck equipment must have a minimum manufacturer's boom or combined boom
rating of 4 tons and must be mounted on a truck chassis with a minimum manufacturer's rating of 10,000
pounds gross vehicle weight.

(b) Class B tow truck equipment must have a minimum manufacturer's boom or combined boom
rating of 8 tons and must be mounted on a truck chassis with a minimum manufacturer's rating of 18,000
pounds gross vehicle weight.

(c) Class C tow truck equipment must have a minimum manufacturer's boom or combined boom
rating of 16 tons and must be mounted on a chassis that has a minimum manufacturer's rating of 32,000
pounds gross vehicle weight.

(d) Class D tow truck equipment includes manufactured rollbacks and car carriers with
manufacturer's gross vehicle ratings of 10,000 pounds and over. The rollbacks and car carriers must be
mounted on a truck-trailer chassis that, at a minimum, is equal to the minimum gross weight of the
rollback or car carrier. Class D also includes any piece of towing equipment without a boom.

(e) Class E includes two or more tow trucks working together with a combined manufacturer's rating
of a minimum of 80,000 pounds with access to supportive equipment, such as forklifts, banders, and air
bags, for the recovery of rollovers and wrecked, disabled, and abandoned vehicles whose cargo requires
special handling. Class E refers to tow truck companies and not to tow truck equipment.

(2) An operator of noncommercially manufactured or modified tow truck equipment in use on
October 1, 1995, that wishes to participate in the law enforcement rotation system must have its
equipment classified by the department within a time period set by the department. Once the equipment
is classified, further modifications may not be made.

(3) An operator of new noncommercially manufactured or modified tow truck equipment must have
its equipment independently certified before participating in the 1aw enforcement rotation system. Once
the equipment is classified, further modifications to the equipment must be recertified.

History: En. Sec. 5, Ch. 283, L. 1995; amd. Sec. 3, Ch. 88, L. 2003.
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